Ronald Taylor testified that he has been employed by
the respondent for approximately a year as an unskilled
laborer, and that he has been intermittently laid off from
time to time. -"He was last called back to work on Marcn 1,
1984.  Mr. Taylor stated that he did not know what the pres-
ent case was about other than the fact that the complainant
had a fight with Mr. Thompson. As for any fighting by other
miners and drinking on the job, Mr. Taylor stated that "I
wasn't working there at the time, you know, it's all
hearsay11 (Tr. 82-87).

Mr. Taylor stated that the complainant did complain to
mine management about Mr. Thompson's insistance on using a
certain aisle in the wash house to reach his dressing area,4
and that this is what precipitated the fight with the
complainant (Tr. 89). Mr. Taylor confirmed that he was not
at the mine when the fight took place (Tr. 90). Mr. Taylor
stated further that the complainant took the matter of
Mr. Thompson insisting on using an aisle where other miners
dressed to the safety committee because Mr, Thompson would
bump other miners with his clothes basket, and he (Taylor)
believed this was a safety issue.  Mr. Taylor indicated that
he too complained to a member of the safety committee (Tr.
94).  The safety committee member spoke to mine management,
and the superintendent and shift foreman spoke to Mr. Thompson
about the matter (Tr. 95).

Mr. Taylor stated that he has personally never observed
any miners fighting, and that he never observed any miners
drinking on the job, nor has he ever heard of anyone having
liquor in the mine (Tr. 96). Moreover, he knows of other
miners, including himself, who drank beer on the parking lot
and in the wash house after their shift was over, and that
these areas were on company property1 (Tr. 96-97).        :

Mr. Taylor alluded to an encounter at the mine between
Mr. Dowdell and one Ray Tubble.  He indicated that it started
as "a joke" with the two pushing each other, and Mr* Tubble
got mad and upset when his belt was broken, and Mr. Dowdell
offered to buy him a new one (Tr. 96, 99).  He also alluded
to "hearsay" of a fight between Mr. Tubble and one Tank
Stall, but he did not witness the alleged incident (Tr. 101).

Mr. Taylor also alluded to an asserted "problem" about
shovelling coal on the slope. Moreover, he indicated that
the matter was resolved between mine management and the
safety committee. Mr. Taylor indicated that Federal inspec-
tors come to the mine, and after it was determined where it
was safe to shovel, the matter was mutually resolved.
Mr. Taylor also stated that he was never required to shovel

1654tations were issued (Tr. 80-81) .
